






















Served by 2 global trade corridors 

–St. Lawrence Seaway: ‘Highway H20’ 

–Inland River System 





St. Lawrence River, St. Lawrence Seaway, Great Lakes 
• Seaway is international partnership with binational rules 

- U.S.: St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corp. 
- Canada: St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corp. 

• Directly connects Atlantic Ocean to U.S. commercial, 
industrial and agricultural heartland 

• Home to 100 million people,  Canada-US population 
• 41 ports connecting vast road-rail network 
• Handling over 300 million tons of cargo per year  
• Remarkably, system is currently under 50% capacity 



Linking World to U.S. & Canada heartland 
• Direct connection to America’s Heartland from Atlantic Ocean 
• 2,400-mile marine highway servicing Canada & U.S. 
• Majority of ports are closer to European markets than East 

Coast or Gulf ports 
• For instance, Montreal is closer to Rotterdam than most 

Eastern seaboard ports. Cleveland is closer to Hamburg than 
Baltimore in nautical miles. 



Hwy H2O serves a region that accounts for: 
• 40% of U.S. manufacturing 
• 2/3rds of Canada’s industrial output\ 
• 1/2 of U.S. soybean & corn production 
• >1/3 of continent’s gross national product 
• 100 million customers in North America’s 

manufacturing-mining-agricultural heartland 

Hwy H2O generates: 

• $4.3 B in personal income 
• $3.4 B in transportation-related revenue  
• $1.3 B in federal, state and local taxes per year 



• 12,000 miles of commercially navigable channels 
• Serves 38 states, industrial and agricultural centers  
• Annual U.S. barge shipments: 

- 600 million tons 
- $70 billion 

• Facilitates imports & exports at international gateway ports 
• Offers significant economic & environmental benefits 

Primary Cargoes:  

 Coal, Iron & Steel, Chemicals, 
 Petroleum, Grain, Aggregates,  
 Project Cargoes, Containers 



• Barges handle: 
• 60% of U.S. grain exports 
• 22% of domestic petroleum 
• 20% of coal used in electricity generation 

• World-wide demand for waterborne commerce is 
expected to more than double by 2025 

• A strategic vision and investment is needed for our 
waterways infrastructure to maintain America’s 
economic competitiveness 

• America’s safe, reliable and efficient inland river 
transportation system can be key component for 
highway congestion & emission issues 








