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2 MVFC MVFC 
RecommendationsRecommendations

TheThe USDOTUSDOT shouldshould help help 
policypolicy makersmakers andand thethe generalgeneral publicpublic understandunderstand thethe importanceimportance of of 
freightfreight movement.movement.
TheThe federalfederal governmentgovernment mustmust definedefine strategiesstrategies andand standardsstandards forfor
implementingimplementing advancedadvanced travelertraveler information.information.
AA federalfederal initiativeinitiative isis neededneeded toto addressaddress bottlenecksbottlenecks suchsuch asas DetroitDetroit
borderborder crossingcrossing oror CREATE.CREATE.
TheThe federalfederal governmentgovernment mightmight alsoalso considerconsider stepssteps andand incentivesincentives toto
encourageencourage statesstates toto poolpool resourcesresources toto addressaddress regionalregional bottlenecks.bottlenecks.
TheThe federalfederal governmentgovernment shouldshould taketake aa leadershipleadership rolerole inin engagingengaging thethe
statesstates andand industryindustry toto developdevelop aa nationalnational systemsystem andand aa nationalnational
strategystrategy forfor increasingincreasing highwayhighway capacity.capacity.
TheThe federalfederal governmentgovernment maymay needneed toto taketake aa largerlarger rolerole inin addressingaddressing
railroadrailroad capacity. capacity. 



3 MVFC MVFC 
RecommendationsRecommendations

PublicPublic policiespolicies shouldshould bebe enactedenacted thatthat encourageencourage thethe efficientefficient useuse ofof allall
modes.modes. SomeSome ofof thethe measuresmeasures thatthat couldcould bebe consideredconsidered include:include:
ExpandingExpanding useuse ofof prepre��clearanceclearance techniquestechniques toto streamlinestreamline thethe paperworkpaperwork

involvedinvolved inin intermodalintermodal transactions.transactions.
InvestingInvesting inin researchresearch toto improveimprove thethe technologiestechnologies ofof intermodalintermodal transfertransfer
withwith thethe goalgoal ofof makingmaking suchsuch transferstransfers moremore economicallyeconomically andand temporarilytemporarily
competitive.competitive.
IncreasingIncreasing thethe payloadpayload weightweight limitslimits forfor trucktruck drayagedrayage shippedshipped largelylargely byby
rail orrail or water.water.
RevisingRevising taxtax policies,policies, suchsuch asas thethe HarborHarbor MaintenanceMaintenance Tax,Tax, whichwhich nownow
makemake thethe useuse ofof ourour abundantabundant waterwayswaterways lessless competitive.competitive.
DefiningDefining specialspecial corridorscorridors asas tradetrade zoneszones toto increaseincrease thethe traffictraffic density,density,
makingmaking railrail movementsmovements moremore competitive.competitive.
EncouragingEncouraging andand providingproviding incentivesincentives forfor privateprivate sectorsector investments.investments.
BuildingBuilding relationshipsrelationships withwith privateprivate sectorsector partnerspartners thatthat cancan investinvest inin

intermodalintermodal facilitiesfacilities..



4 MVFC MVFC 
RecommendationsRecommendations

TheThe federalfederal governmentgovernment shouldshould makemake aa concertedconcerted efforteffort toto engageengage shippersshippers andand
carrierscarriers toto identifyidentify impedimentsimpediments toto efficientefficient freightfreight movementsmovements andand thenthen strategiesstrategies toto
reducereduce thosethose impediments.impediments. ･･
TheThe federalfederal governmentgovernment shouldshould assignassign aa veryvery highhigh prioritypriority toto leadingleading thethe efforteffort toto find,find,
refinerefine andand makemake availableavailable alternativealternative energyenergy sourcessources forfor transportationtransportation toto reducereduce

ourour dependencedependence ofof fossilfossil fuels.fuels.
TheThe federalfederal governmentgovernment mustmust commitcommit itselfitself toto maintainingmaintaining andand improvingimproving sourcessources of of 
informationinformation relativerelative toto thethe movementmovement ofof freight.freight.
TheThe federalfederal governmentgovernment shouldshould provideprovide leadershipleadership forfor thethe statesstates andand thethe industryindustry toto
establishestablish aa shelteredsheltered newnew trucktruck driverdriver internintern program.program.
ThereThere mustmust bebe predictablepredictable andand sustainedsustained federalfederal investmentinvestment programs.programs. ThoseThose
programsprograms mustmust bebe expandedexpanded inin sizesize andand covercover allall thethe modes.modes.
TheThe federalfederal governmentgovernment shouldshould taketake aa leadershipleadership rolerole inin facilitatingfacilitating public public 
partnerships to finance and implement transportation efforts partnerships to finance and implement transportation efforts 
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6 Public Spending for Public Spending for 
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8 State and Local FundingState and Local Funding
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12 Developing National Developing National 
StandardsStandards
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13 Developing State and Developing State and 
Regional StandardsRegional Standards
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What Does it Mean for What Does it Mean for 
the MVC?the MVC?



22

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

Rebuild AmericaRebuild America
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Growth in Container Growth in Container 
Shipments 2004Shipments 2004--20202020
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26 Passenger Rail System Passenger Rail System 
at 2050at 2050



27 Other IssuesOther Issues

Recommended funding is in all Recommended funding is in all 
dollars: 60% of the highway dollars dollars: 60% of the highway dollars 
would be nonwould be non--federalfederal
Tolling and congestion pricing made Tolling and congestion pricing made 
easiereasier
The environmental fund may make The environmental fund may make 
some expenditures easier some expenditures easier 



28 ConclusionsConclusions

Major increase in funding would Major increase in funding would 
allow progress in meeting highway allow progress in meeting highway 
needsneeds
Planning requirements hold the Planning requirements hold the 
promise for greater accountability promise for greater accountability 
and understandingand understanding
Rail funding might allow progress on Rail funding might allow progress on 
issues like CREATEissues like CREATE



29 ConclusionsConclusions

Still lacking a policy framework for Still lacking a policy framework for 
dealing with raildealing with rail
Lack of attention to the water modeLack of attention to the water mode
Congestion relief focus on large Congestion relief focus on large 
metro areas may not help this region metro areas may not help this region 
as muchas much
Freight focus on internal trade may Freight focus on internal trade may 
not help this region muchnot help this region much



30 ConclusionsConclusions

Connecting America should help the Connecting America should help the 
MVCMVC
Rebuilding America should also helpRebuilding America should also help
Ultimately the impact will depend on Ultimately the impact will depend on 
final decisions on allocating fundsfinal decisions on allocating funds


